Foreclosure Prevention Task Force of the

HAMPDEN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

VOLUNTEER PROFILE
FORECLOSURE TASK FORCE  
Name:________________________________________________________

Firm/Employment:______________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

             _______________________________________________________

     Tel. No._____________________      Fax No: _____________________

      E-mail address: _____________________________________________

      Date of bar admission: _______________________________________

Areas of Expertise:

  Check each area in which you are willing to accept referrals.

   There is no limit to the areas you may select.

       ___ Bankruptcy, Chapter 7                  ____ Truth in Lending
       ___ Bankruptcy, Chapter 13                ____ Predatory Lending  

       ___ Real Estate                                    ____ 93A
       ___ Mortgage Modification                 ____ Consumer Protection
       ___ Short Sale                                      ____ Litigation
                                                                    ____ Housing Court
Are you willing to render services pro bono to those unable to pay a fee?
                                  ____ Yes       ____ No    
          If “Yes” how many pro bono cases will you accept: ______ 
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Are you willing to accept referrals on the following basis? 
     (a)  “No Fee” original consultation;
     (b)  If representation is undertaken, the same to be on a reduced fee basis                                                 

              predicated upon the complexity of the case and the clients ability to 
              pay;  and

    (c)  If representation is accepted on a full fee basis, pay 10% of the fee to 
             the Hampden County Bar Association for the Legal Referral 
             Service.  
                                 ____ Yes            ____ No  

Are you willing to attend and to participate in educational and training programs and tutorials presented by and/or sponsored by the Task Force  and/or others that are designed to supplement and enhance your knowledge in those areas of the law required to most effectively represent those individuals who may be referred to you for representation ?
                                  ____ Yes            ____ No

If you are an attorney who has been in practice for five (5) years or more and who has developed an expertise in any of the areas of law required for competent representation of individuals facing foreclosure, are you willing to serve as a mentor to others, i.e. be available to provide advise and counsel to other lawyers who may call upon your expertise and experience?
                                    ____ Yes            ____ No
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If yes, please list the areas of law in which you will mentor other attorneys:
       ____ Bankruptcy, Chapter 7                   ____ Truth In Lending

       ____ Bankruptcy, Chapter 13                 ____ Predatory Lending 

       ____ Real Estate                                     ____ 93A

       ____ Mortgage Modification                  ____ Consumer Protection

       ____ Short Sale                                       ____ Litigation
Bankruptcy Court Initiative
One of the programs of the Task Force and the ALLIANCE of Providers of Legal Services To Individuals Facing Imminent Foreclosure involves an initiative in cooperation with the Pro Se Law Clerk of the United States Bankruptcy Court to provide legal services to unrepresented individuals who have filed or are contemplating filing Chapter 13 (or in some cases Chapter 7) Petitions.  Most pro se debtors are unaware of what is required to protect their own rights and to avoid the foreclosure that precipitated the filing.  At the same time, the number of pro se filers has dramatically increased due to the foreclosure crisis and the 2005 amendments to the Bankruptcy Code. 
Some Debtors can afford to pay prevailing fees for the legal services required over time through the plan of reorganization.  They own homes that have equity.  They just do not have an attorney.  Others can pay on a reduced fee basis.
Are you willing to accept referrals of pro se Debtors whose cases are presently pending before the Bankruptcy Court?
                                ____ Yes              ____ No

If  yes, are you willing to provide a “no fee” initial consultation?
                                ____ Yes               ____ No
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Are you willing to accept such cases for purposes of a limited representation, i.e. for attendance at a hearing on a Motion for Relief from Stay, etc.?
                                ____ Yes               ____ No
Would you be willing to meet with such Debtors on an emergency basis?
                                 ____ Yes               ____ No

            If yes, Cell Phone No.: ______________________
Are you willing to render services pro bono to those individuals unable to pay a fee?
                                  ____ Yes              ____ No

Are you willing to reduce your fees to be commensurate with the complexity of the case and the Debtor’s ability to pay?

                                   ____ Yes              ____ No
Date:                                                _________________________________ 
                                                         (Signature)
(12/1/10)

